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Application/Control Number: 10/044,589 
Art Unit: 2683 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not idmtically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 1 02 of this title, if the diflferences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to A^^ich said subject matto: portains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manna: in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1- 17 and 19-27 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Appelman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,539,421) and further in view of Metso et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,920,826). 

Referring to claim 1, Appelman et al teaches a communication system providing real- 
time communication service to a plurality of subscribers, wherein the plurality of subscribers 
generates a plurality of real-time communication messages during a real-time communication 
session (Column 3, Lines 18 - 39), a method for providing a message creation reference 
associated with a real-time communication message comprising: generating a message creation 
reference associated with a real-time communication message (Column 9, Lines 49 - 50), the 
real-time communication message being generated by one of the plurality of subscribers (Figure 
28); and transmitting the message creation reference and the real-time communication message 
(Figure 28). Although figures 16 to 3 1 show a time related message sequence and the time 
stamp provides the time when the message was sent, Appelman et al does not specifically teach 
that the real-time communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time 
communication messages based on the message creation reference. Metso et al teaches that the 
real-time communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time 
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communication messages based on the message creation reference (Column 10, Lines 50-52). 
Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of Appelman et al with the art of Metso et al in which 
the real-time communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time 
communication messages based on the message creation reference to provide the SMS page with 
horizontal and vertical button bars and additional icons to manipulate the messages (Column 10, 
Lines 5-16). 

Referring to claim 9, Appelman et al teaches a communication system providing real- 
time communication service to a plurality of subscribers, wherein the plurality of subscribers 
generates a plurality of real-time communication messages (Column 3, Lines 18 - 39), and 
wherein an apparatus is adapted to provide a message creation reference associated with a 
real-time communication message (Column 9, Lines 49 - 50), the apparatus comprising: a 
memory (Figure 2); a controller coupled to the memory (Figure 2), the controller being operable 
to generate a message creation reference associated with a real-time communication message 
generated by one of the plurality of subscribers (Figure 28), and the controller being operable to 
transmit the message creation reference and the real-time communication message (Figure 28), 
Although figures 16 to 3 1 show a time related message sequence and the time stamp provides the 
time when the message was sent, Appelman et al does not specifically teach that the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
messages based on the message creation reference. Metso et al teaches that the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
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messages based on the message creation reference (Column 10, Lines 50-52). Therefore, at the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the art of Appelman et ai with the art of Metso et al in which the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
messages based on the message creation reference to provide the SMS page with horizontal and 
vertical button bars and additional icons to manipulate the messages (Column 10, Lines 5-16), 

Referring to claim 19, Appelman et al teaches a communication system for providing 
real-time communication service to a plurality of subscribers, wherein the plurality of 
subscribers generates a plurality of real-time communication messages (Column 3, Lines 18 - 
39), and wherein a controller operates in accordance with a computer program (Column 3, Lines 
18-31) embodied on a computer-readable medium for providing a message creation reference 
associated with a real-time communication message (Colunm 9, Lines 49 - 50), the computer 
program comprising: a first routine that directs the controller to generate a message creation 
reference associated with a real-time communication message (Column 9, Lines 49 - 50), the 
real-time communication message being generated by one of the plurality of subscribers; and a 
second routine that directs the controller to transmit the message creation reference and the 
real-time communication message (Figure 28). Although figures 16 to 3 1 show a time related 
message sequence and the time stamp provides the time when the message was sent, Appelman 
et al does not specifically teach that the real-time communication message is arranged relative to 
the plurality of real-time communication messages based on the message creation reference. 
Metso et al teaches that the real-time communication message is arranged relative to the plurality 
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of real-time communication messages based on the message creation reference (Column 10, 
Lines 50-52). Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of Appelman et al with the art of Metso et al 
in which the real-time communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time 
communication messages based on the message creation reference to provide the SMS page with 
horizontal and vertical button bars and additional icons to manipulate the messages (Column 10, 
Lines 5-16). 

Referring to claims 2, 13 and 20, Appelman et al further teaches wherein the step of 
generating a message creation reference associated with a real-time communication message 
comprises generating a message creation reference associated with one of an instant messaging 
message and a group chat message (Column 3, Lines 18-31). 

Referring to claims 3, 10 and 21, Appelman et al further teaches wherein the step of 
generating a message creation reference associated with a real-time communication message 
comprises generating a message creation reference associated with a real-time communication 
message in response to a subscriber input via one of an alphanumeric keypad, a numeric keypad, 
a touch-sensitive display and a microphone (Column 4, Lines 32-43). 

Referring to claims 4, 14 and 22, Appelman et al further teaches wherein the step of 
generating a message creation reference associated with a real-time communication message 
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comprises generating a time stamp associated with a real-time communication message (Column 
9, Lines 30-38), 

Referring to claims 5, 6, 15, 16, 23 and 24, Appelman et al further teaches wherein the 
step of generating a message creation reference associated with a real-time communication 
message comprises generating one of a message identifier (Figure 18, 664) a subscriber identifier 
(Figure 3; 134 and 135 and Figure 18; 668, 676) and a hash value associated with a real-time 
communication message based on an incoming message parameter, and wherein the incoming 
message parameter is associated with an incoming message from one of the plurality of 
subscribers (Figures 20 and 21). 

Referring to claims 7, 1 1, and 25, Appelman et al teaches the limitations of claims 7, 1 1 
and 25 including wherein the step of transmitting the message creation reference and the 
real-time communication message comprises transmitting the message creation reference and the 
real-time communication message in response to a subscriber input via one of an alphanumeric 
keypad, a numeric keypad, a touch-sensitive display and a microphone (Column 4, Lines 32-43). 
Although figures 16 to 3 1 show a time related message sequence and the time stamp provides the 
time when the message was sent, Appelman et al does not specifically teach that the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
messages based on the message creation reference. Metso et al teaches that the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
messages based on the message creation reference (Column 10, Lines 50-52). Therefore, at the 
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time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the art of Appelman et al with the art of Metso et al in which the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
messages based on the message creation reference to provide the SMS page with horizontal and 
vertical button bars and additional icons to manipulate the messages (Column 10, Lines 5-16). 

Referring to claims 8, 12 and 26, Appelman et al teaches the limitations of claims 8, 12 
and 26 including wherein the step of transmitting the message creation reference and the 
real-time communication message comprises transmitting the message creation reference and the 
real-time communication message during one of an instant messaging session and a group chat 
session (Figure 28 and Column 3, Lines 18-3 1). Although figures 16 to 3 1 show a time related 
message sequence and the time stamp provides the time when the message was sent, Appelman 
et al does not specifically teach wherein the real-time communication message is arranged 
relative to the plurality of real-time communication messages. Metso et al teaches the real-time 
communication message is arranged relative to the plurality of real-time communication 
messages (Column 10, Lines 50-52). Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of Appelman et al 
with the art of Metso et al wherein the real-time communication message is arranged relative to 
the plurality of real-time communication messages to provide the SMS page with horizontal and 
vertical button bars and additional icons to manipulate the messages (Column 10, Lines 5-16). 
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Referring to claim 17, Appelman et al further teaches wherein the apparatus comprises 
one of a cellular telephone, a pager, an electronic planner, and a communication network 
(Column 13, Lines 20-22). 

Referring to claim 27, Appelman et al further teaches wherein the medium comprises one 
of paper, a programmable gate array, application specific integrated circuit, erasable 
programmable read only memory, read only memory, random access memory, magnetic media, 
and optical media (Column 13, Lines 49-56) . 

2. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Appelman et al and 
Matsumoto et al and further in view of Isaacs et al. (U.S. Patent Pub no. 2002/0026483). 

Referring to claim 18, Appelman et al and Matsumoto et al teach the limitations of claim 
18, but do not teach wherein the apparatus comprises one of an Internet Protocol (IP) network 
and a General Packet Radio Services (GPRS) network. Isaacs et al teaches wherein the 
apparatus comprises one of an Internet Protocol (IP) network and a General Packet Radio 
Services (GPRS) network [0027]. Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Appleman et al 
and Matsumoto et al with the teachings of Isaacs et al wherein the apparatus comprises one of an 
Internet Protocol (IP) network and a General Packet Radio Services (GPRS) network to allow 
devices to communicate wirelessly [0027] 
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Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James D Ewart whose telephone number is (703) 305-4826. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am - 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Trost can be reached on (703)308-53 18. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-9508 for regular communications 
and (703)305-9508 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 




Ewart 
January 6, 2004 




WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 
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